The seventeenth century

Drama

William Shakespeare (1564-1616)

Shakespeare was an English playwright and poet. He is generally considered the greatest dramatist the world had ever known and the finest poet who has written in English language.

Shakespeare has also been the world´s most popular author. No other writer´s plays have been produced so many times or read so widerly in so many countries.

He has written Hamlet, McBeth, Romeo and Juliet, Andronicus, Pericles, 

King lear, Julius Caesar etc.

Christopher Marlowe (1564-1593)

Marlowe was born in Cantebury, England. He was an British playwrither and his most famous work is The tragical history of Dr. Faustus (1588), 

Tamburlaine the great (15879, The jew of Malta (1589) and Edward II (1592)

Poetry

John Donne (1572-1631)

Donne was one of the greatest English poets and preachers of the 1600´s. 

Donne was scholary and had a keen, logical mind but he was also deeply emotional. These qualities are evident in his poems and sermons.

During his own time Donne influenced severalother poets. Donne and these poets were called the metaphysical poets.

John Milton (1608-1674)

Milton was an English poet and polotical writer. He wrote Paradise lost to justify the ways of god to man. The 12 – book poem retells the biblical story of the creation and the fall of Adam and Eve against the backdrop of satan´s rebellion against god and expulsion from heaven. Paradise regained is a four – book “brief epic” written like paradise lost, in bland verse.

Prose

John Bunyan (1628-1688)

Bunyan was an English preacher, he wrote The pilgrim´s progress (1678-1684), Grace Abounding (1666) The life and death of Mr. Badman (1680) and The holly war (1682).

The Eighteenth century

Drama

Oliver Goldsmith (1730-1774)

Goldsmith was an Irish – born writer who produced a variety of works marked by a charming , lively style. His most famous work is The good natur´d man (1768), The vicar of wakefield (1766), The deserted village (1770) and The citizen of the world (1762).

Richard Brinsley Sheridan (1751-1816)
Richard was an Irish dramatist and politican. He wrote The rivials (1775), St. Patrick´s day (1775), a comic opera The duenna (1775), The school for scandal (1777) and The critic (1779). He also adopted Sir. John Vanbrugh´s comedy The relapse into a trip to Scarborough (1777). 

Poetry

Thomas Gray (1716-1771)

Gray was a British poet. His masterpiece Elegy written in a country churchyard (1751), is one of the best – known poems in the English language. Gray´s first published poem was Ode on a distant prospect of eton college ( 1747), The bard (1757) and The progress of poesy (1757).

Robert Burns (1759-1796)

Burns is the national poet of Scotland. He wrote brilliant narrative poems, such as Tam O´Shanter and clever satires including The holy fair, Address to the deil and Holy Willies prayer. However, Burns is probably best ichown for his songs especially Av Id lang syne, Comin thro´the rye and For a ´that and a ´that.

William Blake (1757-1827)

Blake was a brilliant but unconventional English poet, engraver and painter. Blake is best known for songs of innocence, his prophetic works include The french revolution (17919, American (1793), The marriage of heaven and hell (1793), Milton (1810) and Jerusalem (1820).

William Wordsworth (1770-1850)

He´s a major english romantic poet and laureate of England (1843-50). His lyrical ballads (1798) written with Samuel Taylor Coleridge, helped launch the English romantic movement. Wordsworth was born in the lake district of northen England. His work: Two volymes (1807), Ecclesiastical sketches (1822), the white doe of Rylstone (1815) and Thanksgiving ode (1816).

Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834)

His biographia literaria (1817) is the most significant work of general literaty criticism produced in the English romantic period. He wrote The friend (a periodical from 1809 to 1810), Zapolya (1817).

George Byron (1788-1824)

English romantic poet and satirist whose poetry and personality captured the imagination of Europe. He wrote Child harold´s pilgrimage (1812-18), Don Juan (1819-24), The giaour (1813), The bride of abydos (1813), The corsair (1814), Lara (1814) and Manfred (a drama 1817).
Percy Bysshe Shelly (1792-1822)

Born in field place, near Horsham in England, English romantic poet. His work: Queen mab (a poem 1813), Alastor; or the spirit of solitude (a blank – vers poem), Loan and cythna; or the revolution of the golden city, On love, Lionel.

John Keats (1795-1821)
Born in Rome. English romantic lyric poet who deroted his short life to the perfection of a poetry marked by vivid imagery, great sensuous appeal, and an attempt to express a philosophy through classical legend. Isabella (1819), To a nightinggale (1819), To psyche, To autumn.

Prose

Daniel Defoe (1660-1731)

A British writer and journalist born in London. He wrote An essey upon projects, The true – born Englishman (1700), The shortest way with dissenters (1702), robinson crusoe (1719-22), Moll flander (1722) A journal of the plague year (1722), Roxana (1724) and Tour through the whole islands of great Britain (1724-26).

Jonatan Swift (1667-1745) pseudonym Isaac Bickerstaff

Born in Dublin. He wrote Gulliver´s travels (1726), A tale of a tub (1704) and A modest proposal (1729).
Henry Fielding (1707-1754)

Born in Sharphamn Park, Somerset. He was a novelist and playwright, who with Samuel Richardson is considered a founder of the English novel. He wrote Joseph Andrews (1742), Tom Jones (1749).

Joseph Addison (1672-1729)

An Enlish essayist, poet and dramatist, who with Richard Steele was a leading contributor to and guiding spirit of the periodicals The tatler and The spectator. He also wrote The prose Remarks on several parts of Italy and the poetic epistle A letter from Italy.

Richard Steele (1672-1719)

Born in Carmarthernshire in Wales. English esseyist, dramist, journalist and politican, best known as principal author (with soseph addison) of the periodicals The talter and The spectator. He wrote his first comedi 1701, The funeral. Than he wrote The lying lover and The tender husband. 
Samuel Johnson (1709-1784)

Born in Lichfield England. English poet, esseyist, critic, journalist, lexicographer and conversationalist, regarded as one of the outstanding figures of 18th – century life and letters. His dictionary of the English language (1755) was the first major English dictionary to use illustrative historical quotations. 

He wrote journalism for the Gentleman´s magazine. He also wrote about William Shakespeare; Miscellaneous observations on the Tragedy of MacBeth, and he wrote The vanity of human wishes (1749).
Horace Walpole (1717-1797)

Walpole was a notad English letter writer, author, and art lover. His most influential literary work is The castle of otranto (1764).
Mary Wollstonecraft Shelly (1797-18519

Shelly was an English author. She wrote the most famous of all Gothic horror novels, Frankenstein (1818). Shelly was born in London and she wrote novels including Valperga (1823), The last man (1826) and The Autobiographical londore (1835). She also edited her husband´s poetry: 

Ann Radcliffe (1764-1823)
Born in London and the most representative of English gothic novelists. She mixed terror and romance. Radcliffe wrote A sicilian romance, The mystery of adolpho, The romance of a forest etc.

The Nineteenth century

Drama

Oscar Wilde (1854-1900)

Irish wit, poet and dramatist whose reputation rests on his comic masterpierces Lady windermeres fan and The inportance of being ernest. He went to prison for his homosexuality and was devoted to art.

George Bernad Shaw (1856-1950)

Irish comic dramatist, literary critic and socialist propagandist. Winner of the Nobel prize in 1925 (refused the award). 

He wrote Don Juan in hell, In good king Charles golden days, The apple cart, My fair lady etc.

Poetry

Cristina Rosetti (1828-1882)  (Ellen Allcyne)

Born  London. One og the most important of English women poets in range quality. She excelled in works of fantasy in poems for children and religious poetry. She wrote The germ, Goblin market and other poems etc.

Robert Browing (1818-1889)

Born in London. Major English poet of victorian age, noted for his mastery of dramatic monologue and psychological portraiture. His most noted work was The ring and the book, the story of a roman murder trial in 12 books.

Tennyson (1809-1892)

English poet often regarded as the chief representative of the victorian age in poetry. He wrote The devil and the lady, Poems by two brothers, Timbuctoo, Morte d´Arthur, The two voices, The holy grail and other poems etc.

W.B. Yeats (1815-1939)

Irish poet, dramatist and prose writer, one of the greatest English – language poets of the 20th – century. Yeats recived the nobel prize for litterature 1923. 

He wrote The wanderings of oisin and other poems, Cathleen ni houlihan, The celtic twilight, The hourglass etc. 

Prose

Jane Austen (1775-1817)

Austen was a British writer, she wrote romantic dramas with irony. Nowadays she belong to one of the classic English novelist. Austen has for example written Pride and prejudice and Emma, these two are her most famous novels.

Charles Dickens (1812-1870)

Dickens was born in Portsmouth but lived in London most of his life, he became a famous author. Many og his books are about poor unhappy children. Among others he has written Oliver Twist and David Copperfield.

Charlotte Brontë (1816-1855)

Charlotte Brontë was born in Haworth, Yorkshire in England. She was a novelist and she wrote with a combination of romance and satiric realism. Charlotte has for example made the novels Shirley and Villette.

Emily Brontë (1818-1848)

Emily Brontë was like her sister born in Haworth. She has only written one novel Wuthering Heights. This book has became on of the most read books in England. It´s about unforced feelings of love, bitter and hate.

Anne Brontë (1820-1849)

Anne Brontë is probably the least famos of the Brontë sisters. She has for example written Agnes Gray and The tenant of wildfell hall. She has often used herself and her family as a source to her books. Many people do not thonk she had as much talent as her sisters.

George Eliot (1819-1880)

The name is psedonym for Mary Ann or Marian Cross Evans. George Eliot was born in Warwickshire, she was a English victorian novelist. She developed the method of psychological analysis characteristic of modern fiction. Her major work includes Adam bede,The mill on the floss, Silas marner, Middlemarch and Daniel Deronda. 

Thomas Hardy (1840-1928)

He was born in upper Bockhampton in England. He was a English poet and regional novelist, most of his novels are set in Wessex. He has for example wrote The return of the native, Desperade remedies and Tess of D´Urbervilles. He is one of the most read victorian novelist.

Robert L Stevenson (1850-1894)

He was born in Edinburgh. He was a Scottish essayist, poet and author of fiction and travelbooks. He is best known for his novels Treasure island Kidnapped Strange case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.

Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936)

Kipling was a leading British novelist, poet and short – story – writer. He recived the nobel prize in 1907 becoming the first British writer to recive the prize. Kipling was born in Bambay, India and achieved his greatest fame for his stories and poems about India during the late 1800´s, when that country was a British colony. His works: The light that failed (1890), Captains courageous (1897) and Kim (1901) etc.

Joseph Conrad (1857-1924)

Canrad was a Polish – born author who wrote in Enlish. He bacame famous for the novels and short stories that he wrote about the sea. Almayer´s follt (1895) and An outcast of the islands (1896) both set in Borneo, is some of his works.

Lewis Carroll (1832-1898)

Carroll was the pen name of Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, an Enlish author. He wrote two of the most English literature Alice´s advertures in wonderland (1865) and its continuation Through the looking – Glass and what Alice found there (1871). Carroll wrote both books to give pleasure to children.

H.G. Wells (1866-1946)

Wells was a famous English novelist, historian, science writer and author of science – fiction stories. Wells´s novel Tono – bungay (1909) reveals his varied talents. Wells wrote The science of life (1929-1930) etc. and told his life story in Experiment in Autobiography (1934).  
